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Unlimited Interests Viewed by both Imams, Al- Murtadha and Al —
Shawkani in Concept, Argument, and Criteria: A Comparative Study
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This paper aimed to combine the viewpoints of both Imams, Al-
Murtadha and Al-Shawkani (may Allah have mercy on them)
regarding unlimited interests (Masalleh Mursalah), contrast between
them, and show their great importance addressed an independent book
involving a brief summary. This summary shows clearly the concept,
argument, and criteria of these interests, making them easy for citing,
comprehension, and benefit. To achieve these objectives, two main
approaches were used. First, an inductive approach was used to know
partly what Al-Murtadha and Al-Shawkani, and other scholars wrote
about unlimited interests in reliable sources, attributing them to their
authors in line with a scientific approach. Second, a descriptive-
analytical and comparative approach was used to address what both
Imams said about unlimited interests, analyze them and contrast
between them to come up with a sound approach that could deal with
this great principle of ijtihad (studiousness). Accordingly, a number of
conclusions were revealed, most notably: both Imams agreed on citing
the suitable unlimited interests if they did not contradict legislation
and other criteria stated; and they agreed on dividing unlimited
interests into three types: appropriate, invalid, and strange, i.e., they
agreed on the first type and rejected both second and third ones.
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