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The Text and Its Secrets
A Critical reading of the “Talk of the Skulls”
A Poem by Mohammed Abdu Ghanim

Ali Hadad ( 1BB University, Faculty of Arts )

Abstract

This reading deals with an interesting text that signifies an artistic and
semantic peculiarity. It is the "“Talk of the Skulls”, a poem written by Mohammed
Abdu Ghanim, a Yemeni poet, found in his first collection The Fascinated Shore,
which was published in Aden in 1944.

Qur objective in this reading is to assure the importance of this poet and
his contributory role in the history of Modern Yemeni poetry, how he established
a creative characteristic through a life full of epistemic and poetic giving, and the
peculiarity of vision that precedes its age which was presented by the poet’s clear
belonging to Romanticism in that collection.

To trace the characteristics of the Romantic form of Ghanem's poelry we
have to consider elaborately the Romantic vision along with its establishing
horizon that established a distinctive school and a fertile trend in the E uropean
Literature and its intellectual and structural effectiveness in the modern Arabic
poetry 1o become a theoretical base. From this we set out to analyse the “Talk of
the Skulls™ as a clear example that shows Ghanim's poetical characteristics and
his romantic real debates.

The analytical reading of the text based essentially on searching on the
supervision that controlled it and how far it becomes clear in its semantical and
structural levels.
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