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Abstract

The most important component of the Arabic poem is the
introduction , this become later an artistic tradition inherited by
poets all over the ages and reviewed by many classical and
modern critics . A number of poets revolted aginst the
introduction  after having the chance . The more distinctive poets
who rebled aginst the introduction were AL-Kumayt Ibn Yazeed
AL-Asdy in the Omawe age and Abu-Nuwas in the Abassi
age.Abu-Nuwas acquired great deal of attention in the old and
modern times and almost all the views agreed that he was the
first who revolted against the introduction . But after studying the
introduction of the political poem in the Omawe age , the
researche found that this is not correct . Hence , this study come
to study the the introduction of the political poem and its forming
types in addition the researcher studed the real revolution that
over looked by many researchers which represented by AL-
Kumayt in his Hashimeat .

The researcher found the introduction form in four types.
The first one adopted a rebelous view upon introduction and
frankly expressing this view . This is represented by AL-Kumayt
in his Hashimeat and some Mokatamat poems . The study
displays a comparison between AL-Kumayt and Aba-Nuwas
efforts in this field . The second type included the poems that
neglected the introduction without exprssing that frankly, this is
represented by many political poems . The more distinctive are
Memeat AL-Frazdk which clebrates Zain Al-Abdeen and most of
AL-Khwarij poetry. The third type which studed by the
researcher employed the amorous introduction for political
reason . This style includes the whole poem. The researcher
studed two types of that flirt :



The confirmation ( AL-Aydi) and the machination
(AL-Kadi). Their well-known poets are : Ubayd Ullh Bin Kays
AL-Rokaat, AL Araji and Abdul Rahman Bin Hassan . Finaly ,
the fourth type dealt with the traditional introduction which
uphold by some poets . This type adopted by Bano Omay poets

only.

Thronght out displaying these four types , the researcher
found that the political poem capable of forming in a special
structure that enables it to get rid of many additionals that
attached the Arabic poem . The reason behind that related to the
circumstances that enveloped the Arabic poem .

Dr. Sa’ad Al — Tamimi
Prof Assistant , Of Griticism
and Rhetoric
IBB University
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4- Works on feminine life in general, known in Arabic as

al-Nis
(1) b. Murshid ( d. AH. 584 ), Akhb r al-Nis ’
(ii) Haytham b. ‘Ad  Kit b al-Nis
(iii) Hafs b. ‘Amr al-° Kit b al-Nis .
(iv) b. ‘Al Munajjim, Kit b al-Nis 'wam | 'a

/' hinna min al-Khabar wa-ma h sin m g la [ hinna min al-
Shi‘r
wa’l-Kal m al-Hasan .

(v) al-Mad Akb ral-Nis .

i)  ,Kit b man Wasafa Imra’tan fa-Ahsana .

(vii) Ahmad al-Raqq , Akhb r al-Nis ’

(viii) m b. al- al- 400 ),
Kit b al- Nis ~ ( mentions that it was a big
book ) .

(ix) Ibn al-Nu® | Kit b Akhb r al-Nis .

(x) Ibn Qutaybah al- (d. AH. 276 ), Kit b al-
Nis "wa-"l- Ghaza’, .

(xi) Al al- Kit b Akhb r
al-Nis .

(xii) Al-°Utb Ab “Abd al- n b. °Abdull b.
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2-Female relatives of the Prophet , including foster-relatives

(i) ‘Al Kit b Ummah t
al-Nab .

iy al-Kalb Kit b Ummah t al-Nab .

(i) _ , Kit b Azw jal-Nab .

(iv) al-W Kit b Azw j al-Nab .

(v) Ahmad al-Raqq , Kit b ban t al-Nab Azw jih .

(vi) Muhammad b. ‘Imr n( known as Ibn al-Q tiyyah ,
d. AH. (367), Kit b Azw j al-Nab .

(vii) al-“Utb ‘Abd al- b. ¢ b.
Mu* b. Ab (d. AH. 228).

3- Muslim women who achieved fame in their own right .

(i) Muhammad b. (d. AH .245), Kit b al-Sab‘ah
min Quraysh.

(ii) ‘Al Kit b man
tazawwaja min N sa’ al-Khulaf .

(iii) al-Kalb Kit b Ummah t al-Khulaf .



2- It contains obvious grammatical , spelling and

prosodical errors .

3- It contains many colloquial terms which are of
recent Egyptiar use .

(b) Of the very considerable number of Arabic books
concerned with women and feminine affairs, the majority have
been lost, but their titles have been preserved by later writers, or
by contemporaries , for example Ibn al-Nad . Such lost books,
covering many aspects of feminine affairs , and including the

works listed below , effectively demonstrate how extensive this

area of Arabic literature was .

1- Women’s biographies in the J hiliyyah .
(i) ‘Al b. Muhammad b. al-Mad ’in (d. AH. 225)

Kit b al-Murdif t min Quraysh .

(ii) , Kit b al-Kalbiyy t.
(iii) , Kit bal-M “r ftNis ’ Quraysh .
(iv) . Kit b Man kih . Azw j al-"Arab .

v) Al-Haytham b. ‘Ad ( d. AH. 209 ) Bagh y
Quraysh f al-J hiliyyah .




Munajjid , whereas the first edition edited by Mustaf J lacks

references and indices (23) .

XVIL.Kit b al-Wish h f -Faw ’id al-Nik h by
al- , Paris MS ( supplement Arabe , no . 1833, Paris ).
This valuable book deals with the sexual aspects of

Islamic law, and tries to clarify and simplify questions of sexual
relationships. Al- draws on the life of the prophet , his
companions and Followers (7 b “ #n ) and the fugah . Al-
explains the terms which occur in the and Had th which
relate to sexuality ( 24 ). He also provides a glossary of sexual
terms used in the Arabic language. The last part of his book is
devoted to anecdotes and stories regarding sexual relationship and
the literature connected with the subject at Mecca, Medina ,
Damascus and Baghdad (25) .

XIX.al-d h f ‘ilm al-Nik h attributed to al-
Although this book mentions certain stories concerning

women and their literature from the © period , it has not
been used here as an authority because it’s attribution to al-
is false ; it may well have been written in the nineteenth century .
The following considerations support this view :
1- It contains accounts of forbidden acts, such as
adultery and wine , which contradict the known

[slamic attitude of al- 26 ).
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Among surviving works which he used are al-Mughrib fi Hul al-
Maghrib by Ibn Sa® . He also relied on writers such as al-
Tha“ , but less than on the previous books
(22).

XVII. Al-Mustazraf min A al-
The author of this book gives valuable information

regarding famous slave-girls from the East , Egypt and Andalusia .
He stresses on the slave-girls of Baghdad, particularly those who
played some role in politics, literature and poetry . He lists them in
alphabetical order . He is more comprehensive then others |,
although he omits certain slave-girls, especially poetesses ,
because they enjoyed less popularity . He relies on certain books
which are now lost , and hence preserves information which

cannot be found in other sources . His sources are : a/-Nis ’ al-

Shaw “ir by Ibn al- ( see above ) Ta’r kh Baghd d by Ibn
al- ( most parts are lost ), Akhb ral-Nis by b.
Munqidh ( d. AH. 584 ) (lost), Mu‘jam al-Udab ’ by al-
Hamaw (d. 626\ 1228), al-Shu‘ar Ibn ‘Abdul  b.

alMu‘tazz ( 247-296\862-908, reg.on day <20,Rab ©al-Awwal,
296 >), Ta'r kh al-Sal h al-Safad (d. 764\ 1362 ) ( lost ) and al-
Agh n . Al-Mustazraf has been well edited by al-D n al-




XVI.Nuzhat al-Julas ’f Ash r al-Nis ° by “Abd al- b.
Ab Bakr b. Muhammad Jal | al- al- 911/
1505).

Most of what al-

from wide reading and knowledge, which gave him an outstanding
position among other writers . He mentions many texts that have
mostly been lost ; this indicates his awareness of most of what had
been written before him in many branches of knowledge . This
great merit is clear in his bool on the Muslim poetesses in the East
, and particularly those who lived during the “Abb sid period until
the very end of that period . The importance of this was neither
understood , nor at any rate ignored , by both the editors (21) of
this book . Al- also deals with the poetesses of Andalusia in
a somewhat lengthy list which contains forty poetesses of both
Andalusia and the East arranged alphabetically . A further point
missed by both editors, of the book is that he only mentions noble
ladies , with the exception of the poetess of “Al m
Al- wrote separately about salve women who were
poetesses . We will come back to this point later ( see Mustazraf,
bellow ) .
Al- relied on books which are lost such as a/-Nis °
al-Shaw “ir by Ibn (d. 720\ 1320), Ta’r kh Baghd d by
Ibn al- (d. AH. 643 ) ( the only part relevant to us is lost ) .



XV.Alf J rivah wa-J riyah , MS Wien A.F. 115 (508 ), by “Al
b. Muhammad b. al-Rid b. Muhammad al-Husayn
Daftar Kh n al-° dil

This is a manuscript of 225 folios written in naskh before

654/1226. The work is in verse and is similar to that of didactic
verse in the metre of w fir . The MS is divided into eight chapters,
each describing several aspects of the life and characteristicscof
slave —girls. Chapter One is concerned with permanent physical
character is tics chapter Two describes garments of Fifty types .
Chapter Three discusses names in Fifty puzzles. Chapter Four is
about the types of the daughters of different classes . One hundred
types are presented . Chapter Five describes religions , madh hib,
and tribes . 120 types are given . Chapter Six narrates the origins
of the slave girls. 111 examples are provided . Chapter seven
describes the work of the slave-girls . 45 types of work are given .
Chapter Eight , the final chapters , is concerned with the different
stages of the life of the slave-girls , in accordance with the changes
in their surrounding . Each of these types is explained in three
verses of separate rhymes . The metre of the work is same

throughout . The total number of verses is 3003. No other copy of

this work exists ( 20 ).




is of a great value , since he was in a position to see and read many

valuable and important reference and manuscripts .

His book also includes important biographies of women
. He refers to many of the slave women of the court who were
poetesses and concubines of the caliphs . He reveals many unique
facts about the private life of the “Abb sid court, and he mentions
other poetical works that are not recorded elsewhere . He also
includes poetesses whose writing are well-documented, e.g the

[

poetry of Ban n ., Fadl ,In n, , Mu’nisah and
Qurrat al-“Ayn, up to his own time . He also gives a general
background of the women of his era in general and the women of
the court in particular .

XIV.Akhb r al-Nis ’, by Ibn-Qayyim al-Jawziyyah ( 691-751 /
1291-1350).
This book is more correctly attributed to Ibn al-Jawz ( 511-

597); there are many pieces of evidence to support such a claim
( 19). The book contains useful chapters on a variety of subjects
regarding women’s life , from the early Islamic era to the end of
al-Mutawakkil’s reign ( reg. 232-247\847-861 ). These subjects
are dealt by the way of anecdotes, mainly of a literary kind which
include many citations of women’s poetry , although it often

neglects the composers of the poetry .



XIl.al-Im ‘ir al-Nis
This is the title of chapter of an untitled MS by an

unknown auther; Possibly it was written during the time of the
caliph al-Mustansir ( reg. 640-656 \ 1226 - 1242 ) (16). Itis
preserved in D r al-Kutub al-Misriyyah (no. 2281), and includes
eight chapters on different poets.

Sh kir al-° has edited the sixth chapter ( with the
above title ), which deals with the poetesses ‘In n, Dhaif ’, ,
Fadl , Mulk , Khans ’, Mukhannthah, Mud m, Khishf, ‘Alam,
Rayy , and Sakan . Some of these poetesses are mentioned by the
Fihrist as poetesses, but the only account of them surviving are in
the chapter. It provides researches with poetry which is not to be

found in any other source .

XL Nis " al-Khulaf * or Jih t al-A 'immah al-Khulaf * min al-

Har 'ir wa’l-Im ° by ‘Al b. Anjab Ibn al- ,
(594 -674/1197-1275).
Ibn al-S © was a learned man of his time who was appointed

head of the library ( k4 zin ) of the Mustansiriyyah and the
Niz miyyah colleges (17).

Moreover , he was given the chance to see the library of the
*Abb sid family by the caliph al-N sir ( reg. 575-622/1180-1225 )
, when the latter asked him to reorganize that library and to give

away duplicate copies to various Wagfs ( 18 ). His book therefore
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literature in the second and third centuries of the Hijrah . In al-

Im ’ are included 33 poetesses of the jaw r of the “Abb sid era,
arranged according to their poetical abilities and their times . The
most important of them are ‘In n, Fadl, and © . He
also wrote about others who are not mentioned source for this
paper because of its unique accounts and logical ordering .

XI. al-Had al-Ghann al-Nis
This title has been conjecturally given by A.

untitled Chester Beatty library MS no. 3016 , shown in Arberry’s
catalogue (vol:1, p.6, 1995) with the English title Biographies of
Jfamous women. This copy is unique and is in the handwriting of
the author’Al . Muhammadb. ‘Al  Ma®  (605/1209), an
Andulasian emigre who settled in Jerusalem and was appointed
khat b of al-Aqgs

chapters each of them giving a full biographical account of a
famous women in Islamic history or the Jahiliyyah . A. Tb
excluded the first two and the last two chapters from her thesis (
15 ). The material important for this kind of research is contained
in the sixth chapter, which includes accounts of “Ar b , and cites
many of her poetical works. It also covers the last years of “Ar b’s

life and gives information which is not found in any other source .
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know for his bad manners , and people were anxious to avoid his

satire and his offensive poetry . This book itself is one of the most
important sources for the literary history of the Arabs, as it
contains the accounts of the one hundred melodies sung in the
palace of H al- d.
In addition al-Isfah n

had been set to music, covering both the singer and the singer and
the melody of the song itself (12). Thus the book covers most of
the accounts of the poetesses mentioned in this paper, because
some of them were also singers or songstresses as well as being

composers of poetry .

X. al-Im "al-Shaw “ir by Ab Faraj al-Isfah n
Al-Im ° al-Shaw “ir is of great importance for researchers who

deal with poetesses (13) .

J. al-‘Atiyyah discovered the MS of this work by chance ,
under the name of another writer ( 14 ) , in Tunisia . It was
published in 1984 .

The relevance of such a book to this paper consists in the fact
that it’s author was a great writer who paid attention to Arab
women by including their biographies in a/-Agh n . In addition he
devoted a whole section to the poetesses who were jaw r , and

this influenced many of the writers who dealt with women’s
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their children and other ¢ poets (muhdath n/muwallad n)

. ( 10 ) J.Heyworth edited two parts of al-Awr q ; the Akhb r al-
R d wa-"I-Muttag 11 ) and Ash‘ar Awlad al-Khulaf . The
latter is of great value to researchers ; it documents the riw Vi,
and because it covers most of the accounts and works of ‘Ulayyah
and some of “Ar b, who had a relationship with al-Ma’m n .

IX.  Al-Agh n Ab al-Faraj al-Isfah n ( 284-356/897 —
966 ) .

Ab ’I-Faraj was a descendant of the Umayyad caliph
Hish m b.°Abd al-Malik. In addition to being a poet he was one of
the most talented bibliophiles of his age, as well as a
knowledgeable person in a number of fiedls .

His scholarly knowledge of books gave him an advantage
in his use of sources , as did his wide acquaintance with ruw ¢ ,1n
composing his many books . Ab Faraj was a close friend of al-
Hasan b. Muhammad al-Muhallab , the minister of the Buwayhids
. His most important book , al-Agh n, includes many hostile
references to the “Abb sid dynasty . This was to be expected, as al-
Isfah n Shi‘ite but also an Umayyad. Having been
presented to Sayf al-Dawlah ( the “Alid ), and owing to al-
[stah background , the book includes both authentic and
suspect riw y ¢ about the “Abb sid family . Al-Isfah n



description of the fashionable life-style in Baghdad during the
early °Abb sid period. It is unique in women subjects , they
include descriptions of literary and musical gatherings ( maj lis )
and the the role of wits at these meetings , and it reports their
clothes , fashion, make-up , and perfumes ( in regard to both men
and women ). The book also reports the poetry which was written
on their clothes , shoes , scarves , cuffs , sashes ( zanan r ),
waisbands ( tikak ), underwear, hems, curtains, rugs, pillows, cups
, plates , musical instruments, etc . ( this was a tradition especially
among slave-girls and wits in general ) .
Al- Muwashsh

the description of the literary atmosphere and the role of women at
that time . Moreover , the author mentions the names of some
poetesses and their work , such as Mutayyam (6 ), Fadl (7)),
‘In n(8),al-Dhalf > (9).

VIL.  Ash® r Awl d al-Khulaff ° by al-S1 , Abu Bakr
Muhammad b. Yahy b. “Abdull h b. al-“‘Abb s (d. 335/849 ).

Al-Sul  was a man of letters, a bibliophile and a

companion ( nad m ) ofthe caliph al-R d (reg. 322-329\934 -
940 ) . His book al-Awr ¢ is a comprehensive work which covers
the poets of the “Abb sid dynasty , whether they were the caliphs

themselves , their children or others . It also contains “Alid poets,
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and ending with Fadl al-Sh “irah . Its importance to the researches

lies in the fact that it reports the poetry of the women .

It was edited by A.Igb I ( Paris, 1938), and was edited
again more elaborately and precisely by Farr j, ( Cairo, 1981 )
with the addition of the missing points from the original
manuscript using the summary of the book which Ibn al-Mu‘tazz
wrote under the title Mukhtasar al-Tabag t. The MS of the latter
book is found in the Escurial Library (3 ).

VI.  al-Waraqah was written by Muhammad b. D w d al-Jarr h

(d.296) ( who was claimed to be the most knowledgeable man of
his age ) ( 4 ) and he entitled his book al-Waraqah ( the folio )
because he wrote one folio about each poet . This book covers 53
poets of the second century of the Hijrah and up to the middle of
the third century . One of these waraq t is devoted to the poetess
In n . This book also includes the names of many important
Jjaw r ‘Abb sid court who occur in the
stories of other people . It’s importance to “In n’s poetry lies in the
fact that it mentions things which are not to be found anywhere
else (5).

Vil al-Muwashsh Ahmad b. Ish qal-

Washsh ’

(d.325). This book is an important source especially for its



(2)  The latter book’s importance is that it provides us with

some of the poetry of Fadl ( of whom Ab Hiff n was a

contemporary ) .

The importance of Ab  Hiff n’s book ( Akhb r Ab

Nuw s) lies in the fact that it contains some accounts of “In n , of
whom he was a contemporary as well , and particularly her
relationship with Ab  Nuw s (4b Hiff n was a r wiyah
contemporary to Ab Nuw s ).
V. Tabag t al-Shu‘ar ' by ° b. al-Mu‘tazz b.
al-Mutwakkil ~ b. al-Mu‘tasim b. al- who was born in
AH.247 and was murdered in AH.296 after being caliph for just
one day .

This is one of the most important sources available . It
conveys a picture of “Abb sid poetry written by the modern poets
( muwd!/ad n ) of that time .

Ibn al-Mu‘tazz was not only ar w
appraised and criticized that poetry , which gives his book more
value .

In his book he followed the method of Ibn Qutaybah and
Ibn Sall m al-Jumah , in that he reported selections of modern
poets ( of that time ) according to their classes . He also wrote

biographies of 128 poets and poetesses , starting with Ibn Hirmah
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has benefited from Ris lat al-Bigh I, which contains the famous

names of jaw r trained in Basra and K fa, such as Fadl, “Ar b,

etc. (1).
III.  Al-Mah sinwa’l-Add d by al- hiz ,ed. G. von Vloten

This includes numerous accounts of women , their types,

manners and literature . One of its chapters is dedicated to the
womenfolk of the “Abb sid caliphs. One of its great advantages
for the researches is that it gives some of the poetry of women
with their names ,such as ‘Arb ., “In n, Fadl and others, whose
poetry is quoted in other books, but without their names.

V. Ab by Ab b. Ahmad b.
Harb al-Mihzam 255 or 257).
Ab Haff n isnot useful as a source or as important as others of

his contemporaries, such as Tha‘lab and al-Mubarrad , but he is a
relible » wiyah who influenced some late writers such as al-Jarr h
in his books al-Waraqah and the lost Tabaq t *al-Shu‘ar ’,
which follows the method used by Ab Hiff n’s book al-Arba‘ah
[ Akhb ral-Shu‘ar .
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(a) A considerable number of sources exist for the poetry of

women in early times, although much has been lost .

The same may also be said regading sources for the social life of
women during the same period .

The principal sources both for the surviving poetry by
women , and for their role in society , are listed here, together with
a brief evaluation of each one and its relevance for this paper .

I Ris lat al-Qiy n by al-J hiz  “Amr b. Bahr

( AH,160-255 ), which occurs in the second volume of

Ras ’il al-J hiz (pp,143-181); this was edited by ‘Abd

al-Sal m H r n and re-edited with a translation into

English by A. F. L. Beeston, entitled The Epistle on

Singing-Girls of J h z.

The value ofthis Ris lah is that it represents the background
to the way society regarded the jaw r at that time and this
relevant to this paper. The importance of the books of al-J hiz is
that he was a contemporary of the persons .

[I. Kit b al-Nis ’: by al-J hiz, ed. N r al-Qays in Majallat al-
Mawrid, volume 4, 1978 , pp.243-256.

This epistle also gives general descriptions of all classes of
time, whether they were noble or jaw r It

women of that
includes numerous amounts of women . This kind of research also




13)
14)
15)
16)

17)

18)

Im ’=al-Isfah n , Kit b al-’lm ’ al-Shaw Cir.
Jihat = Tbn al-S ‘i al-Khazin, Nisa' al-Khulaf .

Mu‘jam =Y qut al-Hamaw , Mucjam al-Udab .
Mustazraf = al-Suy t , al-Mustazraf min Akhb r al-
jaw r
Muwashsha = Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Washsh ’, al-
Muwashsha.
Nih yah = Shih b al- Ahmad b. °Abd al-Wahh b,
Nih yatal- Arab fi fun n al-Adab .
Nuzhah = al- | Nuzhat al-julas Ash‘ar
Nis .
Tabaq t = Ibn al-Mu‘tuzz, Tabaq t al-Sh‘ar ,

,al-W fi bi ’l-Wafay t.



Abbreviated titles of frequently cited works

1) Aghn Ab ’l- Faraj al-Isfah n |, kit b al-Agh n
( Cairo,1868 ).

2) Agh * = Ab I Faraj al-Isfah n kit b al-Agh n
( Cairo,1963 ).

3) al-‘lm * = Anon,( ed. al-‘Ash r),al-‘Im ’min shaw ‘ir
al-Nis .

4) Awr g = Ab Mohammed b. Yahy al-S 1 |, Ask r
awl d al- khul fa’.

5)  Akhb r=1bn-Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, Akhb r al-Nis .

6) al-Waragah = Ibn al-Jarr h, al Waraqah .

7)  Al-Man zil = b.Munqidh , al-Man zil wa'l-
Diy r.

8)  Diyar t = al-Shabishti, al-Diyar t.

9)  Farmer = H.G. Farmer, A History of Arabian Music to
the XII  Century .

10) Faw ’id =al-Suy t dah Faw ’id al-Nik h, MS .

11)  Fihrist = Ibn al- m , al-Fihrist ,ed . Rida Tajaddud .

12) Had ’iq =al-M\u® fir al-Had ’iq al-Ghann °, fi Akhb r
al-Nas




TRANSLITERATION

The system followed here is that to be found in the

Encyclopaedia of Islam with the following differences :
(a) ¢z =j(instead of dj)
(b) s =gq(instead ofk)

( ¢ ) Digraphs have not been underlined . Arabic words
and phrases transliteration are in italic.

( d ) The anglicised terms Quranic is not provided with
diacritics .

Note: Dates have usually been given according to the

Hijrah ; where christian dates are given they are divided
from the Hijri date by a strocke eg. 132/750 .

Dates given after a person’s name are those of his birth
and / or death ; preceded by “ reg “ ( regnabat ) are those of

the region of dates Caliph mentioned .
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