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Equality of educational opportunities from perspective Islamic education and
contemporary western education
(the study of comparative analysis)
Dr. Khaled. M. Abu Sheirah

This study aimed at identifying the concept of the equality of the educational opportunities
through democratic education perspective in Islamic Arab and contemporary Western thoughts in
order to achieve origin and contemporary integral common sense of the concept, reconciling the
best of the two thoughts.

Historical and descriptive methods were used in this study, in addition to using analysis and
comparison.

The results showed that there were several common evidence, criteria, and principles in both
thoughts, such as: the concept stemmed from justice and equality, the respect of the human
dignity, the necessity of giving learners the freedom to choose the courses that fit with their
tendencies, discussion and dialogue, giving opinions, showing the value of the social integral.
They agreed in many of the educational applications, such as: obligatory, free, and continuous
education, learning for all, woman education, and education of special needs. They also confirmed
the importance of the role that no scholastic establishments play to achieve the principle of the
equality of educational opportunities. The results showed that the Islamic thought preceded the
western one to apply the content of the concept of the equality of educational opportunities.

Key words: Equality of educational opportunities, democratic education, Islamic education,
contemporary western education .
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