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Abstract

Serebrovsky is considered as the first scientist who has discovered the
differences in rate of feathering trait in chickens. He concluded that the rate of
feathering trait is one of sex — linked traits. It is one of few economic traits,
which its inheritance is simple. This trait contributed in simplified one — day
01d chick sexing way, which has found genetic correlation with some productive
traits in chickens.

Five different genotypes were distinguished as:

K K
= Pure slow feathering male. Z Z -1

-

K K
= Hybrid slow feathering male. Z Z -2
KK
= Rapid feathering male. Z Z 3 -
- K
= Rapid feathering female. W Z 4~
- K
= Slow feathering female. W Z 5-

The K allele (slow feathering allele) is dominant on K+ allele (rapid feathering
allele).

Somes (1969) has discovered third allele named Kn. After that, McGibbon
discovered the fourth allele named (ks), and then the ranking of their
dominance became:
K K’ K K
Z AT Z
This study was conducted in Indigenous Iraqi Chickens Research Station,
which belong to Ministry of Agriculture. Several different crosses were done to
obtain one — day old chicks, which were separated according to rate of
feathering trait, to create five different stocks. The chicks were reared until 40
weeks of age.
Some economic traifs were studied such as egg production, egg weight,
mortality, feed conversion and some other traits. Most of rapid — feathering
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traits were significantly better than those of slow — feathering traits. Another
study was recommended as a part of breeding program, which was running in

Iraq.
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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Professional Vacancy Announcement No: 1390-AGA
Deadline For

Application: 26 April 2005

Position Title Animal Production Officer (Breeding)
Duty Station Rome, Italy

Grade Level P-4

Duration Fixed Term: 3 years

CCOG Code: 1HO01

Animal Production Service, Animal Production and Health
Division, Agriculture Department

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Under the overall supervision of the Chief, Animal Production Service and the technical
supervision of assigned Senior Officers, will develop and advise on breeding strategies
that enable small to medium-scale livestock producers benefit from the growing demand
for animal products including improved access to related goods and services.
Specifically will:

e  provide advice to Members Countries on the formulation and implementation
of livestock development policies and programmes as they relate to livestock
breeding and breeding services;

e  assist FAO Members Countries in the formulation and implementation of
breeding programmes that are in harmony with overall livestock development
strategies and institutional reforms;

e  develop tools for sustainable animal genetic improvement, as part of FAO’s
Global Strategy for the Management of Farm Animal Genetic Resources and
as follow-up on priorities developed by Member Countries in the State of the
World’s Animal Genetic Resources process;

e  collaborate with other units within the Organization in the design and support
of policies, strategies and technologies aimed at poverty reduction through
livestock development, with special focus on livestock services and breeding;

e contribute to and participate in the work of FAO’s interdisciplinary
programmes, international and regional institutions, NGO networks and
producer organizations relative to animal breeding and breeding services;
cooperate with national institutions in planning/establishing training,
extension, research and human resources development programmes;

e  keep up-to-date on relevant developments in the area of animal breeding and
design, conduct and publish analytical studies on specific technical and policy
issues affecting animal breeding and breeding services;

e  contribute to the development and maintenance of the Divisional livestock
information systems and the Domestic Animal Diversity Information System
(DAD-IS) in particular;

e  perform other related duties as required.

Organizational Unit
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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
Candidates should meet the following:

e Advanced University Degree in Animal Production, Animal Breeding or a
related discipline

e  Seven years of relevant experience in animal breeding and the development of
related services including experience in a diverse range of developing countries
or countries in transition

*  Working knowledge of English, French or Spanish and limited knowledge of
one of the other two
SELECTION CRITERIA
Candidates will be assessed against the following:
e Extent and relevance of experience in animal breeding and related capacity
building and development of sgrvices in different regions of the world
Relevance and level of academic qualifications

Extent of knowledge of, and experience in, the relevant international protocols and
conventions governing the management of animal genetic resources

e Extent and relevance of experience of other aspects of livestock development in
developing countries.

¢ Knowledge of and experience in project formulation, coordination and the funding
requirements of major multilateral and bilateral funding agencies

e  Extent of experience in institution and capacity building in the livestock sector
®  Quality of both oral and written communication skills on technical issues, in Englis

Please note that all candidates should possess computer/word processing skills and
should be capable of working with people of different national and cultural
backgrounds.

REMUNERATION

Level P-4 carries a net salary per year (inclusive of a variable element for post
adjustment) from US$ 86,423 to USS 108,358 (without dependants) and from USS 92,805
to USS 117,032 (with dependants)

TO APPLY: Carefully read and follow the Guidelines to applicants

Send your application [V.A 1390-AGAMs. L. Hoffmann, Chief, Animal Production

to: Service, AGAP FAO Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 00100 Rome
ITALY

Fax No: +39 06 57055749

E-mail: VA-1390-AGA@fao.org

This vacancy is open to male and female candidates. Applications from qualified women
candidates and applications from qualified candidates from non/under-represented
member states are encouraged. Please note that FAO staff members are international
civil servants subject to the authority of the Director-General and may be assigned to
any activities or office of the organization.

FAO IS A NON-SMOKING ENVIRONMENT
Post Number: 0059234
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